Fairtrade Addresses
Chlld Labourin Cocoa Pro

Working with small-scale producer organizations is at the
core of Fairtrade’s approach to improving the livelihoods of
Fairtrade cocoa farmers. Through the

, cooperatives are becoming stronger
organizations, responsive to their members' and business
partners’ needs and beneficial to their communities. Our long-
term aim is a sustainable relationship for all stakeholders in the

cocoa supply chain.

Child labour is widespread in West Africa, the world's largest
cocoa-producing region. Children are also trafficked from
Burkina Faso to Cote d'lvoire and Ghana to work in dangerous

conditions.

Consumers, the media, global corporations, NGOs and
policymakers are all calling for cocoa production to meet higher
standards. Fairtrade seeks to address the root causes of child
labour, which include poverty and a lack of good and accessible

schools. Our approach includes:

Implementing Fairtrade Standards and auditing on child

labour and human rights issues.
Increasing incomes and improving access to education.

Training through the Fairtrade West Africa Cocoa
Program and other partnerships.

Implementing monitoring and remediation systems,
including Fairtrade's Youth-Inclusive Community-Based
System.

No one can provide a 100 percent guarantee that a product
is free of child labour. However, if Fairtrade finds breaches

to our child labour requirements, we will take immediate

action to protect the impacted child or children. We work

with national child protection agencies and children's rights
organizations to enable safe alternatives for children and young
people withdrawn from labour. We then support the producer
organization to take corrective actions, including setting up
monitoring and remediation systems and relevant awareness

raising projects.

1.6 million

children work on cocoa farms.

45%

of households use child labour,
mainly because of poverty.

Fairtrade improves cocoa farmers'
incomes, living standards and access to
education.?

Through the Fairtrade Minimum Price
and cash payments from Fairtrade
Premium funds, Fairtrade certifed
cooperative farmers in Céte d'lvoire
receive benefits.

Cocoa cooperatives paid out

o of their Fairtrade
zo o Premium directly
to members in 2022.

Additional Premium funds are spent on
educational facilities or services
in cocoa farming communities.

Fairtrade increases households’
investments in education, according
to several independent studies.?

Fairtrade cocoa farmers in Cote
d'lvoire were able to spend

33% more

on their children's education when
they were living above the poverty
line and their other basic needs were
already met.?


https://fairtradeafrica.net/west-africa-cocoa-programme/
https://fairtradeafrica.net/west-africa-cocoa-programme/

Increasing awareness and strengthening

monitoring and remediation

Fairtrade’'s West Africa Cocoa Program includes training on children’s rights and child labour. It supports

cooperatives to putin place child labour monitoring and remediation systems.

We have developed our own Youth-Inclusive and Community-Based Monitoring and Remediation System

which integrates with local government child labour systems and responses. It covers more than just farming

households, and is effective in preventing and remediating child labour.*

All stakeholders, not just farmers, should be responsible for preventing child labour. Fairtrade partners with

donors and businesses to develop targeted programs in specific regions or supply chains. For example, in 2019

Fairtrade joined the International Cocoa Initiative (ICI) as a non-profit contributing partner. ICl shares our goal

to eliminate child labour. This partnership allows both organizations to share learnings, improve operating

models and reach more children and their families in cocoa communities in Céte d'lvoire and Ghana.’

Our Impact

Members of Fairtrade cocoa
cooperatives understand the importance

of children’s rights, and the role

cooperatives can play to protect them.

Household Index measures signs of understanding:
+  The community's involvement in stopping
child labour

+  The importance given by the community to
the schooling of boys and girls

+  The community's understanding of the
difference between allowable child work
and child labour
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After training, farmers feel that:
« Children should not engage in hazardous,
exploitative or abusive labour

+ Girls and boys should go to school

+ Children should only work in a way that
doesn't disrupt their schooling
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